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Interview and transcription by Linda Bell

* * *

Origins back East

| was born in Washington, Pennsylvania. My fatas Irish. He came from New
York and from a family of O’'Rorkes, and his brothdro I'd always heard was his
idol, the man | was named for — James O’Rorke —tivasState of New York’s
architect for many years. With the Depressionast all contact with the O’Rorke
branch of the family. My father died soon aftex thepression started. He lost —
what would you say, a millionaire today? He'd group to be an expert in
electronics and motors and around for the origimaintenance of electric cars —
horseless carriages they called them back thenended up with Overland Motors
and he’d sell cars to the richest guy in town beeatey were very expensive.

He was building up to work on engines, both airpkaand cars. They would go
around to the county fairs to build up an interespecially in the planes they flew
around for entertainment. This was just the baggsiof a new industry rising and
he was a kind of inventor and mechanic type. Hekaa for one of the first car
companies and they would sell a car in a townhédfirst one in a town, and he
would deliver it, along with other mechanics andti@er. When they delivered a car
they would always send along a driver — a chauffeaind a mechanic along with the
car. Probably cars were very, very expensive, ali@umost expensive thing you
could buy outside of your house. The men who dedigt the car would stay for a
month to train a mechanic as to how to maintaand to train a chauffeur as to how
to drive it. My father at that time was doing tkatd of work, going out from the car
factory and delivering cars.

After doing that for a while he ended up in Waskamg Pennsylvania, the county
seat of Washington County, about 30 miles southittéburgh and about 30-40 miles
north of West Virginia and east of Ohio. He likbé place so much that he decided
to stay. He fell in love with a local gal. Thenma of the rich family was LeMoyne,
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and the LeMoynes had enough money — their famiilg the first crematorium in the
United States right close to where we lived onttipeof a big hill near the south edge
of town. The bones were still scattered outsi@ectiematorium when | lived up there
as a kid.

He married the local gal and opened up a distriiship for the cars, the Overland
cars, right across from the first ward school thaalked a mile and half to get to
after | grew up a while. I've got some picturestofAt night he’'d bring me home in
his car.

| went all through school in Washington; first teetthird ward school and then to that
beautiful high school that the Works Projects Adstration, the WPA during
Roosevelt’'s term, built in the 1930s. | was boept®&mber 27, 1922. When | was in
high school — this beautiful, beautiful high schedhere was this wood shop, a
beautiful machine shop. (It was) everything youldavant in a school, even today.
In the woodshop, where there were tools and a wass) why, | ran into
photography. The old judge that | worked for, iked me to take pictures of his
grandchildren and | took pictures around the cawse. | had an account with the
Jewish couple | knew who ran the jewelry shop arded photographic materials on
the side, so on the $2 or so a week | made fronutltge.... He was an alderman in
the third ward of the town which included half obM Street and Washington
Jefferson College and was mostly, about three-guglack. We said “colored” in
those days and many businessmen were also coleogdiep It was part of the old
emancipation Quaker movement (called the Undergtdtailroad) to move slaves
out of the south before the Civil War and it wdmbugh our town. So there were
many cellars, or fake cellars or extra cellarst Wrare hidden to help get them out of
the South. So the city itself, and it still wasesh lived there, very open and very
non-segregationist. | can exaggerate that, buere ahead of most of the country
in being right. The president of my high scho@dyrating class, 200 students or so,
was a colored fellow. W&J was pretty open too at'fiWashington and Jefferson
College, a Preshyterian college built on the bakssome kind of Presbyterian
medical school in Philadelphia if | remember. Oficse that’s a long time ago.

That was the year (the Japanese bombed Pearl HarBacember, 1941 — about
six months before that | graduated. | was foolngund with photography. |
photographed the last convocation of Civil War vats that was in town, a final
meeting in Washington, Pennsylvania. They werdadhup Main Street in Lincolns
and Cadillacs and stopped over by the courthogée aicross from my office. And |
took pictures of all the old veterans with the deapho were escorting them. | think
it was called a convocation — the GAR, the “GramthyA of the Republic” veterans,
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that was the name used for the Northern Forceghé&®a were the GAR veterans. |
didn’t realize at 86 | was going to be just likenth— | was a teen then.

Where | worked we had and read all the newspager§yashington Observend
the Reporter the morning and evening newspapers, and all sgamines the judge
got. | read them in my spare time. And | travedeound a good bit over to the
courthouse and the different law offices and thesNifegton Trust Building. By that
time my father had gone broke and my mother wagwgiin social services. My
brother had joined the Army and gone off to thedPaa Canal. My sister who was
still so young was shipped up to an aunt in NewkYmno was married to a doctor up
there. I lived in one of the houses that one eff¢ghrly well-to-do Scotch side of my
family had in that county. | was told they ownedamd deal of Amwell Township, if
my memory serves me right. They were the Housdamly. My grandmother was a
big woman and ran the place, Grandmother Kerr. vieieemarried to a Welshman.
They were very Scotch and he was very Welsh, ageigt man, and the Scots
people were very affluent and fluent in langualys: grandmother had three boys
and two daughters, one who was my mother and owewals the aunt that had my
sister.

My mother was looking after her own family. Myliar went broke, but he worked

in a big factory in Pittsburgh where we lived foc@uple of years. A flood in about

1930-1931 wiped out the factory. It was an ouwtfit large contracts — hundreds of
thousands of dollars in contracts to AT&T for laggnerators. He went broke and

the banks were after him after that — he died sdtar that in Pittsburgh.

World War Il Disrupts Everything

My brother had already gone to Panama and theviasieard of him before | left was
that he’d been picked out by his commanding offtodre sent to West Point. About
that time | joined the Army. As | said, | was anateur photographer. So | said |
wanted to be a photographer. I'd seenGdlier's booklets of World War | and in
one of the booklets was of a photograph of a Watitewith the dead and the
machine guns and cannons leftover. Nobody wag #arept maybe some bodies
and the photographer with his big camera. As hesgaeezing the bulb to take a
long detail picture at F16 of the remnants of tatléfield, he died as he was holding
it. Some kind of bullet went off in the field akidled him. As he was falling he fell
in front of the lens and you could see his shadowhe lens of the pictureColliers
was likeLife Magazinan World War Il.  That picture made a big impresson me.
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| wanted to be a photographer. | figured we waiagto be in the war. Hitler
already had a war in Europe. | thought | betténgearly because I'd heard of all
those guys being shipped off without training awdrgthing in World War . I'd
heard war stories continuously around the officeneH worked after school. As
soon as | graduated | went over to Pittsburgheéadcruiter. He said, “What do you
want to be?” | said “a photographer.” “Well, tmaéans Fort Monmouth.” | said, “I
didn’t want to know how to use a gun, | just wamkhow how to use a camera.” He
said, “That’s Fort Monmouth in New Jersey; we’lhdeyou there.”

He said, “Where do you want to go after that?”

“Not to Europe where that war’s going on. We’rengpto be fighting that guy Hitler
before long. | want to go to the Far East.”

He said, “How about the Philippines?”
“Yep, I'll go to the Philippines.”
Two big mistakes!

One of the lieutenants said, “Hell, you don’t wambe a photographer. That only
pays $18 to $20 a month.” He said, “We got a jeleh MacArthur wants a special
kind of outfit that we're putting together. Youble making $60 a month as the
company clerk for this new outfit, getting 200 ntegether. How does that sound —
making $60 a month within 6 months?” | said, “QKat sounds good to me.”

More people started coming into the barracks atimittime and the first person that
came into my barracks was an old guy, white-haieth 35 years of service, and so
took the office of sergeant. | said hello to hirmoaiple of times but he never
answered back, so | never talked to him again. itButned out he was the first
sergeant, the only real military man with militdorgickground to head this new unit
they were putting together. The new unit turnettodoe about radar, this new secret
air warning system — the secret equipment thatdshgadon and was able to pick up
the Germans so they knew where the German flighte Weading. They were able
to put their defenses into the air.

Our unit went to the northern Philippines with thaslar unit and about 20 to 30
minutes before Pearl Harbor was hit, our radarmiaslt was spread out with 100
men or so in different parts of the Philippines aedrly all of them were hit. We
were in northern Philippines 40 miles north of Kl&reld, the biggest field over
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there, and to the south on one of the Mechanic Mg So we were practically
wiped out at the beginning. What was called “sigmacraft warning” was run by a
colonel working for MacArthur. It was to warn bgtgjng signals from the
Philippinos along the coast by telegraph or radée used that name, but we were
really “radar” under the new setup. We were wipatland | was the company clerk.
The rest of the company was Signal Corps Aircradiriihg 3" Interceptor Command
after we lost most of our radar. That's an aipsorWhen theSInterceptor
Command was practically wiped out on Bataan an@dal that provisional infantry
division, | was Signal Corps Aircraft Warnin§ fnterceptor Command Provisional
Infantry Command Philippine Department.

We were all captured toward the south end on Bat&¥#& made the trip clear to the
north. My men who were part of the outfit were poped to defend at the end like

we were supposed to, so it was more a rout; thasmvany march. We went back
over the mountains to go north, by then we weigsgliing up to the north.

Eventually we got (sent) to Japan and all the iigcwere bombed in Japan. |
watched Osaka burn when it was firebombed fronfabtry where | worked. After
a couple of years at Osaka, they moved us ouetavdstern end of Japan to a little
tiny village facing a huge bay and that faced Cland Korea. Ships were coming
from China and Korea with food and they were baingk or torpedoed on the way,
the majority of them, and the ones that could stligate would work their way into
this 10- mile bay and come in and either sink mniddle or go up against beaches.
That little village there, Maizuru, was between tmountains. The train would
swoop into the village through tunnels and that'®re the men unloaded things —
Americans at the prison camp we were in, aboutd?@®. They'd have to unload
then reload before the train went on. It was bahibethe Americans two days
before the end of the war. | was out in the baphatime working with a tugboat
getting food out of sunken ships. When we camedrfound out a bomb had
dropped where many Americans were working along wie British prisoners at the
railroad. One of the Americans who was hit saiflatiyone ever gets back to
Denver, Colorado, tell them what's happened to mbé said this as he was dying.
That was Preston King’s brother.

A Strange Journey from Japan to Red Feather Lakes

One of the guys | ended up with back at the holsaitkitzsimons (in Denver)
remembered that and told me. We wrote to “Mollyfitdd” after we couldn’t find
these people in the phonebook. “Molly Mayfield”svafake Dear Emma that was in
theRocky Mountain NewsThe story | always heard was that it was writteritsy



James O’'Rorke Interviews 6

reporters in their spare time who had a lot ofviuiting to themselves, and then they
would answer their own letters. They had a ghiea bf that and made “Molly
Mayfield” the most famous newspaper person attthag in Colorado.

After this came out (in the paper) the lights ia fitzsimons phone bank rang off —
everybody seemed to know who this Preston King vi&sPreston King’s family
came out to visit us in hospital. With me was de&an from West Waco whose
father was a big rancher there on the border, lmmdther was from Durango,
Colorado. We’'d been in the same prison camps andgood friends, both then and
after the war.

The King family took us up a number of times toitleabin (in Red Feather) that
they’d had ever since the Depression. With alMheant, deserted, back-taxes-
unpaid cabins in Red Feather, everything was pdetad. (The Kings) still
maintained their cabin with a number of other peoplheir cabin was right beyond
the Drake cabin — on the stream that comes outofdRa Lake and goes to the east,
just down a half city block to the Drakes.

Hugh Drake built a small cabin later right beyohdtt no, it was his brother, Oscar
Drake. Hugh built the big cabin back in the 28annie is the one who fed the
firefighters over the years and made the Red Featteaths that were sold all over
the country, and hired most of the people (stilRed Feather in the winter to make
them.) She made some money and their two kids there — wonderful people.
She was a wonderful cook and | ate at her homeat gnany times. Being a
bachelor | ate out most of the time. ... But I'mtayeg ahead of myself.

When the Preston Kings took us up there we fouhith@se vacant cabins down by
the Ranger Station, right near the old entran@he Ranger Station) was beautifully
maintained and wonderfully run by really professilopeople who fought the forest
fires and maintained the place. No local goverrtm&vell, right there by Snake
Lake — which really... they all had Indian nhames dadng the 1920s it was Owassa
Lake, but everybody called it Snake Lake — andtroghthe corner where you turned
up to go further west right beyond the Ranger &tatvas this place where they had,
before the Depression, the office for the realtegtaople that worked up there. It
had all been abandoned and stuff left in it. Weredbin, took over and fixed it up,
put a roof on it — me and the other two ex-prisenai/e would all go together
because we’d all known this brother of Preston Ksmywhenever (the Kings) went
up, we went up. Or, whenever we could borrow away, we’'d go back up to Red
Feather. We improved on the cabin and built ke latdition on to it. We took stuff
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up from used furniture places in Fort Collins. Went to other cabins and found
stuff to rescue and we brought those things batkdaabin at Snake Lake.

Eventually, after we fixed it up, Red Feather begadevelop a little bit, so on one of
our trips up to the cabin we decided to stop atthethouse in Fort Collins to find
out who owned it. The owner was a Mrs. Quaintandeolden, Colorado. We
drove out to Golden — none of us knew where it @raanything about it — which is
west of Denver. We got to the entrance of Goldahwae saw on the street signs this
address we were looking for, we got it down torthenbers, and it turned out to be
this high hill with a road that went up and backvddhe side. | remember it was a
dirt road and you saw a big house on the top ohilhgust one house up there. We
drove up there and went to the porch, rang the &etl an older lady came out. |
asked her if she was Mrs. Quaintance and she saidijtold her “We’ve taken over
your homestead that you left up there in Red Feathlees. We fixed it all up and
we wondered if you would mind very much us staytimgre until you'’re ready to take
it back?” She said, “I don’t know what you're teidg about, but come on in....” We
all had tea together, all the three of us, andssi “oh, yeah, stay there, we've got a
lot of stuff up there in Red Feather.” | later fouout her father, (John) Ross, had
bought land all over Colorado during the Depressiot a lot of places up there in
Red Feather.

Every time we could get off we went up there. Warenstill in the hospital, in one of
those 1916 barracks in the field out beyond thearhaildings. We all had the
beginnings of TB and they shipped us west for thason.

After | got to Red Feather | joined the movementdéwoelop. | was on a full pension.
My doctor said we’ll put you down for $100 a morfibin one year, and then | think it
was $60 a month the second year. | asked whydhieme to $60 a month the
second year and the third year — nothing. He Séfé|l, you won'’t be around the
third year. The $60 will be enough to get alonghie condition you'll be in. We had
a very bad name for the doctor — better not sayDt. “Rigor-mortis!” The nurses
were young and beautiful, but the older nurse viiag &f a rough old lady. But we
eventually survived that and we all went to Redtlea

Tex, the guy from Texas — | went down to visit lamaouple of times — he had a
ranch down on the Mexican border. He came up tbFRather and he had a bunch
of guns, like a good Texan, and he drank somehargbt into trouble and was
picked up by the police in Fort Collins, speedingomething, and died soon after
that. Ted Dunning had to go down to try and kihthaék the police into letting him

go.
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| ought to mention that both of them married youngses they met at Fitzsimons. |
tried to talk both of them out of it; “You're toach young, stick around, get adjusted
before you get married” So | didn’t make friendshwthe nurses too well. But his
wife | did eventually make good friends with anddited them down in Texas.

The other guy was “Red” who stuttered very badlypsople couldn’t understand him
very much. He was a great big fellow and he felebted to me because he never
got enough food. He was a big hulk of a man.h&ndteel mill where we worked (in
Japan) he eventually began to cut hair and giveeshevery so often to the guys who
could pay him in rice — like if they were sick atwuldn’t eat it — or cigarettes from
the two or three cigarettes the Japanese gaveraahth. This was all in lieu of real
money. Red began to make a living that way. Wejbt him started on the hair
cutting because | smuggled ... a pair of hair cligpeto the factory and traded them
off to Red for haircuts and shaves for the reshpflife — that was the deal.

And again, he was very close to me because | utder$is stuttering. Red’s wife —
they both married nurses ... they lived long and ihgpple was from Durango. He
later went to college, lost his stuttering, an@dha good life. He died about a year
ago and | heard from many in his family.

Building for a Future in Red Feather Lakes

After | was discharged | went to Red Feather. Wihenother guys’ wives saw Red
Feather they decided that was not for them! Notetity, no water, and outhouses.
So | ended up with the cabin that Mrs. Quaintaraztinore or less turned over to
me.

| decided when | was a bachelor and all; | decigigd my $100 a month ... | got to
know Ted (Dunning) and all the rest of them. | &0 to spend, so.... | asked
Ted, “Who owns that entrance there at the new staight up to town?” He said,
“That was built by Lou Young because he built thteGCcamp for the young people.”
Lou ran the kids and you can still see those ottt drains they built — all the way
down (the Prairie Divide Road) to the BecksteaddRaand along the road. The
tunnels they dug under the road kept the watei@ndff. A Mr. Ross owned land

all over Colorado — Mrs. Quaintance’s father — am@n he died he left her all of it.
Then she married Mr. Quaintance, a lawyer down@$hStreet (in Denver). Ted
became the real estate man for Mr. Quaintancehadecome up to Red Feather from
Sterling and bought the store from Mrs. Hastinlglss. Hastings was the sister to Ted
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Blakney’s wife, who was a wonderful person. | mekmeew Mrs. Hastings, but | got
to know the Dunnings very well.

When | decided to build the cabin camp the landht®d was right there on the
corner and it turned out to be Quaintance langerit up to talk to Mrs. Quaintance
and she referred me to her husband, the lawyemudeow. She had said, “Yes, |
think A.D. will go along with it.” He talked to m#r quite a while down on 16
Street in Denver and he told me about all the thegt had up there in Red Feather. |
told him | wanted to buy just that piece of landha entrance. He said “I'll have to
consider it and go up there and look at it.” | teghthe land between the Barker
Ranch fence and the big rock piles at the top,hqui500 feet or so. That Barker
Ranch belonged to Gene Barker’s parents, but thefand mother were separated
by then and it became Mrs. Melba Barker’s placke Bas a tough gal and
sometimes dressed in cowboy attire. R.V. (Bark&3 a great friend of mine and
helped me a lot. He had a big lumber operatioth&rrup the mountain there.

Mr. Quaintance eventually sold it to me, but hetkbp first 100 feet from the Barker
Ranch (now the Swanson Ranch) going up to the nditley needed it for an
entrance-way to all the land behind. But he wasgime the choice lot. He was
smart enough to know that 100 feet might be nee@ed.l should have said, “Let’'s
add the other hundred feet up to the rock pile’abee whenever — this was before |
was married of course — | had too many customessuld move out of my cabin and
put a customer in there and | put my Army sleefiag up on the rocks, a beautiful
place. Animals would come and visit me at nighte seen every kind of animal
way up in there, and there was even water. Rdektdhtad big cavities would fill up
with water and birds would fly down, and you coa&k sometimes fish because little
fish would be dropped by the birds and they woulirgin these puddles. Of course
wintertime stopped all that. But | had extra bketiskup there, cookies....

So when A.D. came up and looked at the propertyegan to talk to me about taking
on the business of selling real estate for himctvAied Dunning was already doing.
| was good friends with Ted so that put me in sbdn awkward position but | gave
him ideas of what could be done in dividing up ldred between that which | wanted
and all the land beyond. The fact that | hadrabe contacts with people through
Mrs. Young, who owned the old Wallace Store uprantill — they didn’t buy it

from the Wallaces, there was somebody in betwésaid “She gets all kinds of
letters from homemakers wanting to know about #udifies up there, and | can
answer all these people.” There were opportunitiesapitalizing on the land behind
the part that | wanted. Everybody that came tocatyin camp could go beyond into
that beautiful area clear over to the other roag@€@more Lakes Road) and see land
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they would love. It is beautiful back there. Big lucky he didn’t do it; he saved a
lot of good land and it's worth a lot of money now.

Here's the letter, because | wanted to start -elkkMrs. Quaintance was going to
support me and | was trying to win him over — stelgethe letter that the
granddaughter sent me a while back. It tells whenall happened. | met the two
daughters one time when | went down to see Mrsin@arece, they were about 18 or
so, and they were going off with two young men oigght who had picked them up
to go to the symphony. Now one of the granddaugldemes up to the meetings in
Red Feather (Susan Bradley, appointed by the cdarggrve on the Red Feather
Lakes Planning Advisory Committee). The daughtémo | knew as the daughter at
the time, comes up with her — (Susan’s) motherigtaBradley).

So all this time | was leading him on that | wasngao be his real estate man. Well,
| couldn’t do that to Ted Dunning. So Quaintanoalfy went along and sold me the
land. | was good friends with the Quaintances/éars. It ended up that when | built
the cabin camp up there right at the entrancenkttiney lent me $5,000 and that
along with the $4,000-$5,000 | had saved, thatig hstarted my cabin camp.

Everyone helped me build the camp — the Cooleydtam@8ecksteads, Mrs. Barker
and R.V Barker. He was a wonderful guy. Cooleyhhd three, four kids, and lived
in the old garage that was turned into a home —evtiat (building) is now across
from the Ranger Station on Dowdy Road. They hadvamill and lumber yard on
Deadman. Mrs. Cooley was very religious and hebhod Eli Cooley “didn’t give a
damn.” They came from Arkansas. She taught SuBdagpol for years at the old
church there across from Romona Lake.

The cabin camp was full most of the summer. Weahi) outhouse there in back
and | was beginning to build a bathhouse up orbtothe time | sold it. And the
REA hooked me up first.

My camp got the first electricity in Red Feathén.the Red Feather Lakes history
(book) you'll read there that Ted Dunning describesv REA came in. | knew a lot
about REA because they took my cabins in the fall maybe the spring — during the
week and they left their equipment right down thehere | had decided to build a
well, just off the side of the highway. Somehowatts where | built the well during
that summer and the REA came in during the weeiriiog up electric lines all over
Red Feather. | plugged in the first electricityrat place because they used to stay in
my cabins during the week and wanted to have areleshave.
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After I got in the cabin camp business, which cauidly be in the summertime, there
wasn’t much (to do) in the winter.

Incidentally, when | was running the camp, a guyverin from Oklahoma or
Arkansas, a timber cutter. We had lots of peoekwhe timber and they were the
ones who were good at it. Al and Lilly Woolman @awmith their daughter. He was
completely exhausted and couldn’t find a job, dretsaid, “Could we just move
into one of your cabins?” It was as cold as carl benk it was fall, and they had a
little girl about six or sever years old. | sdifure, take a cabin.”

They stayed on and pretty soon | hired the wifen&ke up the cabins after they were
used. | made a deal with them, to go out — hdlfifi@aund jobs out in the timber
when the winter was over — in the meantime he ladity house from reclaimed
timber from an unused cabin up on Deadman, up dahynplace. | tapped it into
the REA and the water. | think the place is sfilthere. | believe | turned it into a
tool shed later on — no, | didn’t do that. Thesetl there as long as | was there and
when | signed it over | included them to be kegtréhas long as they wanted to stay.

After | married, my wife came up with me to Red #ea and we lived in my cabin,
now the Alpine Lodge. We had seven cabins andegamed the one at the
entrance. It was very small but very nice. | duugyused generator from the Surplus
Army supply store — | bought all kinds of things@us. After the baby was born we
had to get the baby out of there over the winter.

To the University of Northern Colorado on the Gl Bill

| found a wife because eventually a number of gellprofessors (from Greeley) —
Prof. Lee West and a number of others ended ugthFeather. They talked to me
about the GI Bill of Rights and told me | oughtgo to college down there. So |
went down and signed up and they made me takeotlegye entrance test. I'd taken
it when | first got back with the military, befotieey discharged me, and | barely
reached the level to be entered into college, “witbulations.” Well, | hadn’t read
anything in English for years and only come outigh school and forgot everything
| learned there. So | took the test down ther&fieeley) and | did so well they
waved all the requirements. Dr. Carson was hisendine registrar or something like
that. He later taught courses in finance, | belieM®ok one of his courses later.
(They said) | could take anything | wanted at awel, including the masters’ level.

| read all the magazines and all the books anened to the radio, | dabbled in the
stock market eventually. So I got into collegegot to know a lot of the professors
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really well. The only requirement was that if Imed a teaching certificate, that was
regulated by the State of Colorado and | had te tatain education courses. So |
took all them, and Dr. Rugg, who was the brothagheffamous Dr. Rugg at
Columbia University at that time, was one of theead- guard people in education.
Well his brother was the same way. Half my frieatd&reeley called him a
Communist, but he was just an advanced man in tohB®osevelt. He was a real
liberal who could solve all the errors in our edia@al system. | really enjoyed him
completely.

At that time, Colorado State University was whataa#ed the “cow college.” |
went to Greeley because that was considered ot ¢dp schools in education,
after Columbia, in the country. Greeley was theaod-coming place. Fort Collins
was for cowboys and mountain people. The intelligia went to Greeley. | went to
Greeley in the wintertime, when | wasn't in Redthea. In Red Feather | had a lot
of unpaid responsibilities too.

Somebody sold me a car — oh, Hugh Drake — who ras Greeley. He introduced
me to a wonderful mechanic who had a place in @yeahd he picked me out a car
that really had been run by an old retired scheather. It really was a perfect 1931
Chevrolet with a tire on the back and all. Hethatt for me for $100. The mechanic
was well known on the main drag there — his name @ldf Sharp. | am indebted to
him for all my life. | went everywhere with thaarg just like a Jeep. In fact
eventually, since he said | needed a truck, | haal 8cott up in Red Feather cut off
the back seats because | hardly ever used thenputetruck frame on there so |
used it as a truck as well as a passenger carl, &fter | bought it, the problem was
getting the $5 to buy the county license platedidi’t have five bucks that | thought
| could spend just to make a trip to Greeley eweinter. So | went over Owl
Canyon and then to, whatever that town is overetheand then down the back way,
by Timnath and Severance, and eventually camedble way into Greeley. Then I'd
park on the back side of the University and theceahever came into the parking lot.
So for all my three years down there | never hidemse plate on my car. |
shouldn’t admit that.

Eventually my $100 Chevrolet ... | was in post offaee day up at Red Feather and
Beck was there. He had a number of good carséobtid a beautiful green Jeep with
a winch on it, everything, curtains on the sidBecksteads — they had the big ranch
at the bottom of the hill — and a house in Lapokléell he was in the post office. He
was a big sort of guy, with a cowboy hat and aitj he talked loudly. Here | was in
this little hundred dollar car and by then | hddtee money. So | asked him, “Hey
Beck, how much did that Jeep cost? It must bé aflmoney.”
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“Why, do you want it?” he said. | said, “Yeah.’b §e asked me how much | would
pay and | said $400; no, | think he said $400. M¢Hebought that fast! | think he
was making amends. There must have been a rearsthvaf. He used to see me in
that junk car and he’s the guy that instigatediggtihe road through my property,
because he’d drive through. | think he was paymegoff.

In Greeley they had all these trailer houses tieeyt tised during World War Il. They
put them on the football field, or to the side,réhmust have been 20 or 30 of them,
though by the time | was there the War was long.o\idey rented those out for $75
a month or whatever it was. So | rented one aad #ublet it to another guy who got
to be a good friend of mine, so we were splitting tost 50/50. More than that, we
got to see all the football games free; we wereethe

So | breezed through college taking only the thingslly liked — political science,
economics, and even a bit about the stock matkeas already buying a little here
and there, in stocks.

| met my wife one of those falls or winters. | welown on to the campus and there
was a little bridge — they probably still have ard a little coffee and sandwich shop
right in the middle of the campus, near the libra'g eat there between classes and
the place was always crowded between classes. d@n#here was a gal sitting there
at a little tiny table and she looked up. | wadkivey around trying to find a place to
sit and the seat next to her was empty and she“§¥ditht do you know about
Shakespeare?” | said, “I know everything aboutkBbpeare....” She said, “Sit
down and tell me about it.” So | sat down with ooffee and my roll to tell her
about Shakespeare about whom | knew practicallgingt We got to know each
other and we saw each other a few times after thiaen | came to know she was not
a freshman, like I thought, she was going to thgearmental high school. She’s been
sent up by her father, a judge in the Canal Zangptto school and finish off her
high school in the States.

My wife’s name was Muriel Tatelman — her father wadge Tatelman. He had been
a ship’s captain during World War | and his shigswank by Germans. He was from
New York and after the war he went to Tennesseagahtis law degree. He knew
the FBI director, Hoover, and was appointed by Hwpthrough the President, to the
position of magistrate in the Canal Zone. He wathe Atlantic side, at Cristobal,
the entrance to the Canal on the Atlantic side.
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| didn’t see her then for a year, and the next tis@w her, she really was a freshman
in college. We got to know each other really vegitl | introduced her to the
professors from Red Feather who lived in GreelByere were quite a few of them.

A lot of professors came to Red Feather in the serime and they would talk to

me. Three or four of them had cabins up theref. Rv¥est was the one | knew the
best, he was professor of geography. He had twiaree kids and | got to know all
his kids really well. | was pretty well known ire® Feather at the time.

When we ran the store and post office we’d beemiatafor two years by then and
we had a baby and we went back down to the Cans Adath the baby because we
couldn’t stay up there, with the way things werethe wintertime. We went down to
visit her mother and father. He had one of the¢ besies on the Canal Zone. All
property in the Canal Zone was owned by the Ufiedes Government and
everything was run by the Canal Zone Governmennt tlaat was always headed by
the Chief Engineer. That was the most brilliard sscognized man out of the
Engineer Corps. He was a governor in civilianlodstas that was the top position —
the Chief Engineer. The Zone was run like evenyegoment should be run.
Everything was right to par, in perfect shapettal housing was assigned according
to rank depending on how high they were on the hi#dnded up in one of the
temporary houses down there — we stayed with thggat his home, but the rule
was for government housing, you could not haveesgaver four months.

After four months Lou Young wrote and said, “Doodme up now. It's 40- below
and there’s 16 feet of snow. The roads won't benegd up for another couple of
months.” We couldn’t go back, so | looked arouhavas on 210% disability from
the Army and | went over to the Army Civilian Pengsel Office and | said, “I'd like
to get a temporary job.” The Army had a recruitinafice there for civilian jobs.

Adventures Overseas

They said, “Yeah, we got a job — as assistantéa#sistant personnel man — or
rather lady. “OK,” | said, “I'll take that job.”Just four months, that’s all | needed.
That was in the office at Fort Clayton, at the sekseries of locks in the Canal Zone.
There was a big Army building there. | went to lwas the assistant to an assistant
personnel clerk, a civilian job, and I got alonggefi but it was only a four-month job.

They put me in a little village of wonderfully woed houses on stilts. You put your
car underneath and you lived up above. No winddats of sliding grates you
moved up and down. But the kids could play undaime=specially during the long
rainy season. While | was there they did a sunfegll military bases, 150 or so
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places, including the Canal Zone military part ywanere they had military at their
installations. The worldwide report that had bdene said the worse part they found
was poor management in the Canal Zone in the Sou@@mmand, that later

became the South American Command. General Mo&1s0 furious about it he
ordered that things be done in an emergency. t@enhe now, clean up what’s going
on! So here | was in the personnel office on a-faanth deal when word came in —
“Find somebody to do something about this horribnagement situation we had.”

They went through all the files down there and rayne came up. When | was lying
in bed down at Fitzsimons, I'd done all these Arourses in management and that's
of course what I'd been taking in college — a lbimanagement stuff and
administration. They came across me in their @xaand, Hell, | was the guy they
were looking for. Which was quite an exaggerabenause | wasn't really quite
equipped to take on a whole command of the LatireAoan Administration of the
Army.

So right away, | went from the low guy on the toteate in the personnel office, a
short-timer, into a “very important person.” Thgygt some management experts who
had written some books on it up from Washingtor§;.Dand they came down to help
me get started. There was an unused basemenWiand War 1l in this building we
were in, so they turned it into classrooms. Upstaihad a whole new division on

the third floor and | began to give classes anid wéhers. | took over what these
guys in Washington showed me how to do, and | gettypdarned good at it.

It was the end of the four-month “tour” and | wasedo go back to Red Feather to
run my cabin camp. Instead, when they appointed saéd, “Give me a month to go
up and straighten out my camp.” So | went backsoid the cabin camp. | sold it to
a family that was building a cabin — that’'s my mmscabin. They had the logs up
and the roof on and | traded them the unfinishdiincas the first $5,000 down
payment on the camp. Metzler was the name andhhey couple of kids. | was
lucky as could be, except Metzler died before tharywas over and eventually they
had a hard time of it.

| took over the other place and began working ai. tifter that, every time I'd get a
vacation over the next six or seven years I'd geklihere to Red Feather for a month
and work on the cabin. Sometimes the family caméut not always. Sometimes
they had school and all. | have to think about dme....

| was in that permanent job five or six years hki | got everything going in that
position and everything was wonderful, | got twg bommendations there from the
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General for outstanding ... and the second was aaners award, all at once | was
ready to get out of the job. | was getting bor&tey hired two different people, one
an American and one a Panamanian, to take ovrealork | was doing to set up
management arrangements for improvements.

From Panama | moved to other countries in Centraédca. Wherever there was
trouble and the State Department wanted somebbey'd pick me up. It was
usually the military side. Anywhere the State Dépant is and there’s trouble,
there’s usually military too. One extreme to tlieeo... .

The State Department wanted me in an emergencynhtieyn a big program with a
lot of money they’d gotten into in Guatemala. Alrdangerous problem with
dictators and troubles. | was hired by the Stapddtment and my wife and family
went up there. After we got there, the Guatemdiiaed their man in this program
for management improvement. He was a strong arghtguy and couldn’t get
along with an American Puerto Rican who spoke Spaftiuently. She couldn’t put
up with him, and he couldn’t put up with her, saea up, both of them were fired
and the Guatemalans put in an elderly man, a wéuld®d fellow, and he was my
counterpart on the Guatemalan side. By then Ispasking really good Spanish.

The day after | got there | met Don Roberto who Wwaswn all over the town in the
government, and we got on wonderfully. He intrastbne to his family. But his

son, who was either a captain or a major, worket thie military. The next day the
son was driving home and university kids on theettwere yelling dirty words at

him. They despised the military and the governnaglt as they were standing on the
street corner they would scream and yell at hitneasame by. This last time he
made a circle and went up the same street agawontoont them and one of students
had a gun and killed him right there. So the thliagt | was there, Don Roberto took
me to his son’s funeral.

We were in Guatemala 12 years, but in the mearttimgs happened in the
Dominican Republic and | went there at night. \Aeded right outside a luxury hotel
where bands were playing and everyone was happymang the beach ... but
downtown, where we decided to walk from the habbut 500 feet down the way
there were a lot of sandbags and a bunch of seltiem Latin America. We said,
“How are things further on?” They said, “Passéoses, everything is fine,” so we
headed on toward town. A couple more miles andawee to a big plaza, all the
lights on, kids around, restaurants going. Wetgaoalking with the people and they
said, “Further on downtown there is a revolutiomgamn.... They’re going to kick
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those guys out of the palace.” Then someone ‘Séhh, we've got a lot of trouble
with those gringos, too, and we’re shooting them.”

We said, “oh, oh — let’s get out of here....” Wedsae were Guatemalans. They
were from the islands and didn’t know what the sasas. We wandered back to the
hotel. The next morning | reported in, and ask&bdt’'s my job.” “You're to work
with the new provisional president we just put ffice.” This was a short-time
military deal....

| was never a regular State Department persongggirthe ranks. | never lived in
Washington, D.C. We went to other places. | weriicaragua, after the overthrow
of Somoza. | went with a group and we met withcfia” the big well-built son of
the dictator. | stayed at a hotel on the thirdifland the earthquake had just
happened and much of the city and the country wasayed. | stayed with the
others that went with me at the International HotBhat's where Howard Hughes,
who was kind of nutty in his later days, stayedwtite entourage of Mormons that he
trusted. They had the third floor. He was gonéhan.

My family stayed in Guatemala when | went to theeable spots. We had a
beautiful home in Guatemala. Turned out we weittérhome owned by the head of
the “White Hand” group — a right-wing killer growyho, if they painted white hands
on the front your house, meant you were to bedill€hey put me in there so the
intelligence people ... they were all in Zone Ten, lowas in Zone Nine, with very
few Americans from the Embassy. We were about lidocks from a large industrial
park filled with Mayan Indians who came to the cityhey had outdoor restaurants
and all kinds of colorful crafts.

By this time | have three children, two boys argirb— Regan, the first, then Robin
and Susan. We were together wherever we wentpefmewhen | went over to
Vietnam. They didn’t go to Vietnam. | came backhe cabin in Red Feather Lakes
and we bought a house on Meadowlark in Fort Colliflsey stayed in Colorado. |
was in Vietnam for two years. After the first yé@ame back for a visit, then back.
| was in the north of South Vietham. | was witle thtate Department. | was the
chief of the public information office or some subing for the five provinces. We
were the American presence along with the Vietnanmasthe five provinces. My
main assignment, and my title, was “censor” forupper provinces of the
Vietnamese government. | worked with a Viethangsewho spoke perfect
English, French, a good guy, and | went with hirmgnames — he had his own
helicopter, but he wasn’t the pilot. | was hislggiween with the Americans. It was
a strange relationship. | admired him greatlywas so well-prepared.
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After Vietnam the State Department assigned meaeddras. | came back to
Colorado for a visit, and the family went with nteHonduras. We lived just a block
from the Embassy. | was there for two years, Bumally resigned. The guy | was
replacing had been sent out of the country by trectbr and it was awfully hard to
figure out what the score was, or what my job walsey wanted me to do what I'd
done in Guatemala, but it was a completely diffestniation. The job was hopeless
— I never really did understand it all.

That would have been maybe in the mid-1970s. \\eaabte back to Meadowlark in
Fort Collins after Honduras — and Red Feather afsm | got into all kinds of things
in Red Feather. My wife’s father was still in tGanal Zone, but then they finally
settled in Florida. My wife got so sick in Colomad she couldn’t stand the climate —
and she couldn’t go to Red Feather anymore, so exedto Arizona and bought a
little house there in Mesa. My wife had troubléhahier lungs. | would come back to
Red Feather from time to time, but my wife couldr@he finally passed away down
there. Once the kids were through school andgelénd that, | came back to Red
Feather.

All the old guys were gone by the time | came back.

Of Roads and Property Stakes

Kiersteads — they took over Lou (Young's) placelffte died — his cabin and the
barn. After everybody began to steal the commaonuiga, the first thing that
somebody did was to put everything in Lou’s namdenine was still alive. So his
place and the barn became his, and that was dkié SEommon grounds.” Same
with my place.... | was down in Panama | guess andwimte me; “Boy, you better
file for that land in front of your cabin.” So tf'ewhen | filed for the ground in front
of me because my cabin was across from Lou’s. Rrom's barn, up, and the same
to the south, and way to the west and east, thigyhaad 5 or 10 feet in front of the
cabins because they had all this “common groundfont. There was no reason to
have a big road — just a place to take your horss your Model T — that took 8 to
10 feet in front. That's what you’ll see on thegoral plats of all of Red Feather.
What they've tried to do over the years is trieduim those into wider roads as the
cars and trucks got bigger.

Now what they’re doing in my case, they are talomgr a road in the wrong
direction — going up the hill. That's where alétAnimals used to go up and down,
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and that’s where the snow piles up 17 to 20 fegtrat the top. So now the people
cross right in front of my house. That goes inggad long story.

The main gate (to Red Feather) was back by the Whiere the pillars are, up past
the Ranger Station. The hotel was right beforegaiuthere, on the left. All the
stores were there. Then the road went on to Shalke (Owassa). Right there at
Snake Lake was the small building | took over ashame that had been a cabin
broker’s place until then. So if you went pass @sealake down toward Dowdy you
turned left and went through the (Silver) Fox Faower the cattle guards, so you
could go up into the tower there and look down lbtha foxes. By that time though,
fox were out of fashion as women’s attire. Wheun goossed (the farm you came
out) at the Prairie Divide Road, down past the Beskd Ranch, or the back of the
Beckstead Ranch, then on to the other ranchesthmaSioans and up to Prairie
Divide. That was the road. It didn’t (as it ddeday) come up the hill into Red
Feather. After ... well, Beck started to cut straigh; he didn’t want to go across,
and the people who owned the Fox Farm then, thee84i, they didn't like having all
those cars coming through their place anymore.y tidn’'t need it for going up into
the tower; they didn’t have foxes any more. Thingse pretty tough during the
Depression and all, so they cut it off every chaheg got and put locks on the gates,
at both ends.

The Forest Service was a top- notch organizatiaghase days and their appearance
was terrific; the real model of a Forest Serviegigsh. They would come and cut off
the locks every time the Blincos put them up. Attwing struggle was going on.
Of course people like Beckstead and all, they prefeto come right up to the stores
and all without going through the Blincos’ pladéwas just a dirt track. | have
dozens of pictures of the old road. It becametdhlmough and Lou used it himself
when he started bringing his horses up to gratearsummer time. This track went
by my place. It's where the Prairie Divide Roaddsv. So the idea that it was the
original road and all is completely wrong. It vaagorest Service Road. But there
are battles on all those roads.

Now the battle is on the other side of me thergotithe word from Lou, when | was
in Panama, to claim that section of prairie, beeallkthose places that went up to the
west (of me) are on the edge of the public commdrge commons was a place
where there was a big fireplace and all kinds af/aies — sports and all — were held
in that area because that was where all the watee @own in the spring and
summer. It came down through that sluice, acrass fivhat now is the road and on
down the canyon. It was across from the fireh@methe POA building — right
across the road. That's where all the picnicsahithe get-togethers were held.
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All of that was because of the church outfit ontibye of the hill. When | went up
there it was a Baptist outfit that had conventiewery year. Things kept changing as
they went along. What was the Prairie Divide Rbafbre, that went through Fox
Acres, then made a turnoff that went to Nokomisd.akhen from Nokomis Lake
there was a dirt road on up to Balsam Lane. Youse it on the old county maps |
have here. Balsam Lane went up and around the Bibtderence and up to the
Wallace Store, and particularly to get to the Wprkesll, which is still there. That
was a place to get certified water and that's wiNokomis Road came up from Lake
Nokomis and on up and then stopped about thredédtse it got to my place. It
didn’t come on through because that was part oiileeanimal track and where it
snowed and all melted. But now today, one of #s¢ fimes we were up there, why
here — night and day — here were the people coafirthe Prairie Divide Road

which the county got legitimately from me, and piud for it, and Lou too, but now
that Nokomis Road doesn’t stop at Balsam Lane.yTined to make Hiawatha Lane
up in front of those other cabins but the last fifiee been up there, there was an old
car, a station wagon parked there, and it lookegidomeone was trying to stop
people making that into a road too.

When they built the (Prairie Divide) road, theykdbe dirt for the road in hundreds
of loads of dirt from lowering Apache Lake and tealit up — truck load after truck
load — and they had my permission to come uplfalMtay up) the Nokomis Road.
But then instead of going up Balsam they kept aning past those three lots there
and turning in front of my place to where the nead was being built, and down to
the Stenzel's new place. They were building lak®sn there too, | guess.

| have all the promises, and | still have the wntagreements that they wouldn’t do
that, but then they built that entrance way ther¢he new Prairie Divide road, a big
wide entrance (to Nokomis). Everyone began tathigein the wintertime, and they
still do. Going up the other way, | think they tiked that up, trying to keep them out
... although in the latest thing | saw, it was gdiadpe called Hiawatha Heights Road
or something like that. That would cut out allgbacabins, including mine, built up
almost to the edge of the little trail, a foot pdtiat was in front of every lot
throughout Red Feather. Behind me now, about étglehind, was a place where
all the cowboys, back in the 1920s, could stayhag were running the cattle back
and forth. That was seasonable, and there waskehpap, but someone tore it down.

| got fair compensation for what | gave to the ReaDivide Road, but that was
fought over and they had surveyors and everythiftgey dealt with me on it and |
gave in ... because it made sense; it had becomedle It went through all the
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county processes. The climate has changed nosalir®) roads still goes on. Yeah,
stealing other people’s land, five-feet, eight-feen-feet things, that have now
become part of the Nokomis Road and Balsam Ro&ey put Nokomis right
through my place. They got permission from mémfirst place because they (said
they) were going to restore it when they got thtouBut it ended up, when they put
in the new road, they took out my septic tank. réheas sewage running down the
hill. They fixed all that. But then the guy ne&ldor that bought part of my Lot 8
began to move over on my place and took over mygejdic tanks and the storage
places | own by the entrance. That's the cabint mgxt to me.

The cabin behind me just happened. That was takenand resurveyed and again,
they took land from me there. All through the yweavery time | got back, the
markers of the different surveyors were moved adourbetter not get into that
because that is really complicated and it stilbexi

They found the owner of the big lot behind me, Marshall, down in Arizona.
Three Jim Marshalls in the phone book, but | finédund him.

Sometimes the original reference points for the lotRed Feather were wrong, but it
doesn’t matter once it was staked out by the cosmtyeyor and the stakes were put
in — they were wood in those days. The survey® @&acted too and he and Lou
worked together putting in the stakes. They raassme by showing me where my
stakes were but I've watched them move over thesyéack and forth, up and down,
on all sides, and when | came back they were alegd®ne of them was where that
big tower you see was put up — the guy, my next deghbor, assured me that (it)
wasn’t permanent, just put there temporarily sadwdd get the airwaves way up
there. Every time | came back, he’d have anothetr ¢f concrete on the base. Then
when the roads cut in on the lots beyond him aaddtj they gave him two big lots
between him and (Glen) Scott, just beyond. Sd&iened everything he could and
they allowed him to establish his eastern line Whihanged my permanent border. |
lost my septic tank and the place where | shippletiyawater underneath. Now it
has to go to that tank out there. He’s taken lo&ifpipes. But the county ... | wasn’t
around enough to defend my interest. That getgatar and deeper. | hired a guy
that worked for an outfit that worked for the Reydsrs ago when they had one of
the dirt roads going across their place and theytgooved with the help of this
surveying outfit. | talked to this fellow and hesared me he could resurvey it and
have the stakes moved back five feet from the raamwhen they plowed, they
wouldn’t take out the original stakes. | said, &'s what's already happened now.”
The plows have always taken all the survey mar&ets And my neighbor’s been
moving them around.



James O’'Rorke Interviews 22

People quote Ted Dunning as saying oh well. Sdrtleeareal estate people up there
when a client says, “l want to be closer to thalfothey reply, “Well, let's arrange
that.” Then they’'d take the stake out of the gtband move it. My next door
neighbor did it all the time.

Eventually the county gave me that, so everythengine, the county treasurer says
it's mine too, but the surveyor found — after tajlime all the things they’d do for me,
move my markers and all — they are not my marké&rey’ve redone the place.

Special People and Places in Red Feather Lakes

(When | first went up to Red Feather) everything\gaing on about that time to
resurrect the place. Ted Dunning had been up Himyat four years at the time and
Mrs. Wallace in the original store on the top @ tither hill. Mildred Dunning was a
wonderful, wonderful person. She was a SeventhAxbentist who really practiced
her religion. She was good to everybody. She @vgive the merchandize away....
They adopted two kids, Billy and Mary. Mary, Ikat with a couple of years ago in
Mesa and she was turned off on Red Feather. &#lg in Fort Collins. He became
a truck driver and he had a whole load of pipes$,lesard the story, and as he was
tightening them up, they fell off and killed him.

Ted was not a practicing Seventh Day Adventistfatt ... they didn’t like to eat
meat, and Mildred was very particular about it.e 8fas one great cook, but there
was no meat in her meals. Ted, every once in Eeybuld sneak across the street
to Edmond’s old restaurant right across — we catl&8t2 Beer” or some such thing.
He’'d go over there for a hamburger. After the marne in, he’'d run over there. He
was also the “post office.” The post office waght there with an entrance to the
left. | acted as postmaster for a couple of wexlesyear when they went off to a
postmaster convention. The postage stamps then2@eagiece and the postmaster
in a fourth class post office could keep the monéypelieve that was the story.

We were told to run the store and live in the batkey said, “Eat anything you want
to.” This was before we had any kids. There vgeréew things on the shelves...
We felt guilty every time we took something off thleelf — a can of beans, and now
only three left. There wasn’t much in the stoltewas a very small place at that time
and we cooked up in the back, there.

So | ran the post office, and as | understand was a fourth class post office and the
mail came — the “stage,” we didn’t say the mail,cadled it the “stage” — came three
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times a week. It was a stage route before, sostsiith called the “stage.” The driver
was a stage driver, and that was Ernie Rowe wheslup there. He was a very
conscientious guy. He had a few deliveries ontthg up — this ranch and that ranch.
But then it grew over the years and it became gogsible job because he had to
stop at all these ranches that were turning iniodi colonies with all those boxes out
there.

One story | heard — | was long gone by that tinllee-new guy that took over as
“stage” driver had all these boxes and by the tiagot to Red Feather he was
exhausted. As | heard the story, why eventuallgsieed somebody about it; “How
do you handle this job?” | think he had to takmeaide-trips down the Elkhorn too.
And he was told, “Oh, you just take the fourth slagail and throw it into the barn.”
Just take the first, second and third.” That disvork out too well for him — the
authorities had expectations, | guess. Anywaysélare all stories — who knows
what'’s true or not!

When | was handling the mail, three times a weeki| mas a 2¢ stamp and there
were not 10 or 20 mailboxes. | had to use a kegetan. | did very little business — |
sold maybe 3 or 4 stamps. Everybody went overdfier the mail came in (at noon)
or while they were waiting for the mail — to thestaurant across the street. Of course
later there were a lot more people.

Ted Blakney came by and eventually built a shoprdowthe corner — a curio shop.
He built that beautiful thing, that place (now LdPee Realty), but he couldn’t sell
diddly-dang. Nobody wanted curios in Red Feathée! couldn’t make a go of it
there, so he began to handle ice cream. Unforlynfdr him, Mrs. Wallace started
making ice cream up on the hill. Ted was so ugbetit it, he didn’t want
competition. Anyway, Ted’s solution was to builettplace next door as an ice
house, no inside to it, just a place to store itlkat he eventually made some money
on. He also put in gas pumps there. Later hetbelglace on the corner. The
Sandbergs ran Ted'’s store after he sold it off.

| think the restaurant was originally begun by EnfPigpps — long before | came.
Then it was Louise Stevens when | was there — tbee8s family was a big family.
Then Gladys Herring had it after that. She haddsters; (Mary and Georgia —
Mary later became Mary Stenzel. Their maiden naae Galloup.)

Ted (Dunning) had a sister who was a brilliantlaldly, way up in her late years. She
had a house built right behind the store, whicstilsthere. She was probably the
most intelligent person | think | knew in Red Featht that time. She eventually
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died down here in Fort Collins in the Seventh Dalvéntist home south of town.
She went down there because of Mildred. | visitethy times, and our family did.
She got along wonderfully with the kids.

Now Mrs. Young; that is a whole other story. Sae theHomemakeand she was
about the best known homemaker with her magazidelaily radio program. Jessie
Young, and she was one strong character. Sherhadapted girl who kind of
looked after things and helped her and an adopigdrno two young boys. One of
them was Richard. The girl and the older boy wemy ordinary children, but you
could see that Richard, at 12 or 13, was a shacpwd be, really a brain. He ended
up in Denver as a top lawyer.

Mrs. Young ran pictures of me with her kids in th@memakeand | got dozens and
dozens of letters, and she got lots of lettersybbabins — “can we come and visit
you?” And many of them did, hundreds came outsa the store. It was a good
business, except Jessie was “all” business. Simt djive much time to these people
who thought they were part of the “Homemaker’s” iigra from all over lowa,
Nebraska, and all the places she came from. Hdmemakewas 8 or 10 pages and
it came out every month and she was on radio ed&yyand she broadcast from Red
Feather. She was already well-known before theyan@ut (to Colorado) — that
was just an add-on. She was from Nebraska. btesgmething about her in my
papers, about how much business she had and ewngrgise. Again, that’s all
buried....

Lou Young was one of my best friends, from the Ja#ginning. | never saw him in
a restaurant — | was thinking about that the otfagr He probably didn’t have
enough money. But he built the big barn, he lthdthouse, and had me over to
dinner dozens and dozens of times, especially Whaars a bachelor. He told me all
the old stories and about the history; he was atgadker. He told me why Deadman
Mountain — why was it named Deadman. The fellomtwg to kill a bear or some
such thing, he tied up his horse and the beardkillen. Ted Dunning told the story
in theHistory of Larimer Countypy Ansel Watrus. There’s quite a lot in there too
from the Sloan family. Lots of good stuff aboutg_Gabin. | never knew the people
that had money and had ranches. The truth wadee@pen't all that rich in those
days — they had a hard time paying the taxes.tigutamilies lasted — from
Livermore to Virginia Dale to Log Cabin to down tBé&horn and up Prairie Divide.
Some of the new people were people with moneyddwate in, a different kind of
people, like the Becksteads and the Maxwells, ape@ally up around to the west,
expanding, buying up lots and all that.
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(Then there was) Hans Schmalzreid for instancecl&rans.” | think he was part
of the Messmer family and he stayed at my cabinreehey built the place that
became the hair cutting place. He was a mastenetatimker. He had been in the
U.S. Army.

The library was the best thing we ever got in Redtker. It started in the basement
of the POA building. Wonderful people who stariiegind they put a lot of their own
money into it. Like Bob Thorson and his son inldhnig the POA building. When
the library was in under the POA building, dowrthe basement on dirt, they had to
make it bigger before they could lay a concreterfloEveryone dug a bit of dirt
when they visited and took a bucket load of dittwith them when they left. That
was when Kathie Morissette was librarian. Her lamsbBert helped a lot too.

Ted Dunning of course was responsible for buildhmeychurches. Oh, the church |
went to was Mrs. Sharp’s, and is now the thriftsh@hey were missionaries that
had been in China and they were very tough. Ahthalkids, including the Cooley
kids, and the Seventh Day Adventist kids and thih@i& kids had to go to there.
There was no electricity and | went with two oreiother adults and these old ladies
were very tough. They’d say, “Billy, you are goitoggo straight to Hell if you don’t
straighten up!” And then the little girls wouldllyeut to the boys, “Bobby — you're
going straight to Hell unless you stop that!” Thaets the motto of the school —
“you’re going straight to Hell.”

A Dabble into Politics

When | ran for Superintendent of Schools | kneweajailot of people in Fort Collins.
| spent a lot of time at the courthouse and | ledrnow people buy up delinquent tax
deals. When they come in and pay it up, you dileemoney back on it. So |

began to buy up all those tax deals. At timesd to pay up to get enough money to
pay my taxes and it cost a buck and half or so nmrel could make $10 or $12 a
month by buying those up with my spare cash. &ut to know the people all
around the courthouse. And | began to meet adlglpolitical people and | kept up
on politics. When the elections came up they neéededge of elections — a
Democrat and a Republican — for the district. hastttime the elections were held at
Log Cabin, but that was dying out, so they movehtlup to Red Feather, up to the
old schoolhouse. Somewhere — | haven't foundtityis a picture of the school with
five kids. 1 think there were the Cooley’s kiddavicCarthy’s kid, a young lady, and
someone else. | helped run an election in RechEe& float a bond issue to build a
new school. All we had was that place with outgadenps and cold and kids coming
on their horses; it was a horrible place. The stteachers they could get shouldn’t
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be school teachers. Ted Dunning helped with thisu had to be a resident to vote
on the issue — or maybe you had to own propertot to know the head of the
Democratic Party and they needed a representatithreidistrict, once Log Cabin
was changed to Red Feather. So | was the Reddfaafiresentative. | was the
judge of the election.

After the school bond issue passed there weredwochiers who contested it, after |
was gone. They claimed in their affidavit that gpeople voted after the polls
closed, the legal closing time for balloting. Bwtat happened was, one of the new
ranchers — the different kind of “new” ranchers kelcen over — he came in right at
the second we had to stop the balloting, but heimsade. The door closed behind
him. The rules were anyone inside when you clésealoor would be allowed to
vote, even if was past the time. So | was in sother country then when they made
an affidavit. It was two of our well-known citizeanchers up there, because those
are the guys that are going to be hurt the mosaisyng taxes. This was to build a
new school — which later became a church and ndkeislinic. Of course after that
school became too small, there were only five gioisig to school at the time, they
built the big beautiful new school to the west.eThbriginal) bond issue passed
overwhelmingly so their affidavit really didn’t coy but it was so obvious what they
were doing, | think the judges just threw it oBut | wasn’t around.

Democrats hardly ever got elected to anythinganhe from a long line of
Republicans back in Pennsylvania. Democrats wer@surgents — the South. |
was a Democrat. | was talking to a real estate wiamwas running for assessor for
the county. Ordinarily the Republicans that warttekleep their jobs just got
reelected every year, but he thought because haelaknown he could win being a
Democrat, so he got himself on the ballot. Butr¢twas no Democrat running for
Superintendent of Schools. | think | heard attitme that the superintendent had
been there for 27 years. There was no chance . wehdho idea in fact what the
superintendent of schools did, but they put my namghe ballot. | campaigned
once or twice in some of the other precincts — ddvenmountain and up Poudre
Canyon. The big thing then was whether they wantesolidated schools down on
there on the plains against keeping the local dshgwin the mountains. The
Democrats printed up 2,000 cards for me, like yelsgen. Somehow, on the
Democratic side, they could put people on the ballether or not they even wanted
to run. McCarthy was on (that 1952 ballot) andairse Stevenson against
Eisenhower. | got more votes in the county thav&tson did, and, | got more votes
than McCarthy. It's one of my talking points; latévicCarthy and Stevenson. |
think | won three precincts.
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If I'd ever gone back to Pennsylvania when | gatafuthe Army hospital in Denver,

| probably would have become a lawyer. The judgerked for, 50 years in office,
his 2 sons became lawyers. After the one son.diddiked so well, his two

families, (the) grandfather’s family — his name wasgge Carmichael, the Alderman.
Michael Carmichael was one of the grandsons; Michiag Spook and Dennis. They
were all Scotch-Irish. But instead, | wanted tiireen Red Feather.



Addendum to James R. “Jimmy” O’'Rorke interview

From Susan O’'Rorke; March 2010

There is one cute bit about Hans Schmalzreid tlyafather forgot to mention.
Hans and my father were very, very close. Thel@stears or so, Hans had
horrible vision. He used to carry candies in onekgt, and dog treats in the other.
Whenever he saw small children, he'd always stgaychi. On more than one
occasion, he'd pass along a dog treat to the rtstdad of a candy.

At one point, Hans was ill and hadn't been abkake care of his place. | went
over to tidy up and try to help. | think | was 1t#lze time. All the kitchen drawers
had mousetraps in them, two had mice in the tiagishiad been there for a very
long time, but Hans hadn't been able to see them!

Hans was known in town for baking the most impgkessakes — angel food with
frosting. He was always in the front of the line &my potluck, and everyone
always made a fuss over his cakes. One year, RigeiR, the owner of the Pot
Belly offered to give him a free steak dinner os lhirthday, if Hans would bring
one of his famous cakes. When it was time to stmweake, Hans took an old
string out of his pocket. He uncoiled it and ugdd slice the cake. After each
slice, he would lick the string, then go on to thé next slice. When he was done
serving, he licked the string one last time, tharetully recoiled it and put it in his
pocket.

Red Feather had a lot of really special characlikessHans, and like my dad.

Yes, my dad and the colonel (Col. Hughes) were e¢kaye. But in a different way
than my dad felt about Hans. | always felt my ttaked to Hans as a sort of
father figure. It was a very touching relatioqshiOn the other hand, his
relationship with the Colonel was more contemporatigey used to love to argue,
etc. The Colonel’s wife, Ann, used to always gabbut how handsome my dad
was, and it used to drive Colonel Hughes crazydlo@el Hughes was my ally
when my father wouldn’t let me get my driver’s Inse. He stepped up for me and
kept arguing with my dad that he should let medriVil always feel indebted to
him for that!



From Jean Emond; March 2010

Hans sold the building east of the Trading Po&lspeth Bauer, which she used as
a beauty shop, later owned by Marijean Barelafersame purpose, now rented as
a vet clinic. And yes, Hans was part of the Mesdiammily that had a cabin on
Nokomis and a son Joe. I'll never forget Joe: ereed my first kiss from him.

Jim was an avowed Democrat but a very close fradride late Col. John Hughes
who was a conservative Republican. He and Johmlldebating and ribbing each
other and they were so friendly doing that.

Don’t know whether Jim told you a similar story tli% or so years ago he joked

to Mark and me that when the Republicans held tteicuses in Red Feather, they
held it at the POA building. He added, "We threeriderats held our caucus at the
Pot Belly.”

Muriel, Jim’s wife, was such a great person. Bbth and Muriel were so good to
my mother, Bonnie Drake, especially Jim who madalait of checking out books
from the Fort Collins Library and bringing themrtyy mother at her home there.
He knew she would enjoy them.

Regarding stakes being moved around, that’s beieig @m in Red Feather for
years in various places, including on Pipsissewzeland Ramona Drive southeast
of our old cabins about 20 years ago, per whalatieeTom Rosecrans told me.

Subsequent to interview:
Information from Jimmy O’Rorke as told to Linda Bel |

At first when | was looking to buy the property foy camp, Mr. Quaintance
wanted me to buy the land where the fish hatchery wwhat now has been made
into a community park. He proposed | set up tatgant on the upper part of the
land, then patrons could catch their fish and wddcprepare and serve it. | went
along with him for a while, but | never really eritegned the idea because the land
was too wet.



Obituary: Jim O’Rorke

By NEN On January 30, 2013 IDispatchesObituaries Red Feather LakesAdd Comment

James (Jim) Richard O’Rorke, 90, of Red Featheekgassed away on Jan. 6, 2013. Jim was
born in Washington, Penn. on Sept. 27, 1922.

He was a prisoner of war in Japan during World Wand survived the Bataan Death March.

O’Rorke served with the U.S. Army Signal Corp (=gt Major) in the Philipines, survived the
death march and POW experience in Japan to eseapedeks before the end of the War. He
was personally acknowledged by Gen. Douglas Maardh the war's end at the Yokohama
Grand Hotel in Japan.

After four years in Japanese prison camps, he sratgd at Fitzsimons hospital in Denver and
then established himself in Red Feather Lakes, avherbuilt a cabin lodge, as well as his own
cabin which his family still uses frequently.

He attended university at what is now UNC in Grgellaere he met his wife, Muriel (Tatelman)
O’Rorke, who predeceased him in 1991.

On a trip to Panama in 1953 to visit his in-lawR@ke was offered a position with the Canal
Zone which then led to his lifelong career as algpr Service Officer (FSO1) with the U.S.
State Department. He was posted in Guatemala andutlas and did two voluntary tours of
duty in Vietnam during that war.

During his service, he received numerous commemasfrom various presidents and high
ranking State Department officials. He was als@mad3Degree Member of the Masonic Temple.

O’Rorke was fluent in Spanish and Japanese ancesypigknamese and Mandarin and was
continually trying to improve. He was up-to-datecumrent events and read The New York
Times, a ritual that provided fodder for debatecdssion and many laughs with his friends. He
also was fond of his pipe and could be found snpkutside Rigden Farm on most warm days;
he insisted even to his doctors that the pipe ldetpear his lungs. In November, he was able to
meet President Barack Obama during his campaignistéort Collins.

Many will remember that in his '70’s he decidedattrl a basement to his cabin in Red Feather
Lakes, a task which he achieved using pick axedakbup the rock and shovels and
wheelbarrows to move the debris — a feat which tuiok several years. Many attribute his
longevity to the vigorous task he undertook at saicladvanced age while suffering the hidden
chuckles of his friends and neighbors (most of wh@outlived). One of his favorite sayings
was “que sera, sera” — whatever will be, will be.



O’Rorke will be remembered as a stubborn debattr avkind heart and passionate feelings for
human dignity and the underprivileged. He contrlguio many charities promoting the causes of
equal rights, women'’s issues, racial and religmeseptance and other public causes.

O’Rorke is survived by his children: Susan O’Rookd-ort Collins, Robin O’Rorke of Fort
Collins and Scottsdale, Ariz. and Regan O’Rorkélishragua. He will be fondly remembered
by Susan’s daughters Taryn and Teagan Sebba, wited/him almost and became almost
permanent fixtures at Rigden Farm. His other grhidien include Kendall, Morgan and Riley,
who flew to Colorado to honor their grandfathers ldktended family in Ecuador, led by Tomas
O’Rorke-Araujo, will also miss him.



