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Early days on the road to Red Feather Lakes 

Sonja:  We met in high school in Loveland.  We weren’t in the same class.  I was 
three years behind.   

Ray:  She was a freshman and I was a senior. 

Sonja:  It was the end of the school year in 1955.  We went on a date … 

Ray:  To a movie.   

Sonja:  Then we were going to the dance sponsored by the high school. 

Ray:  They had it after games, football, basketball.  It was called “Wigwam” 
because they were the Loveland Indians.  Wigwam was in the community building, 
in the basement.  Kids all went there Friday nights.  They played records and had 
pop, candy bars, and that kind of thing. 

Sonja:  I only went to CSU for one quarter.  I was married at 17.  Right after high 
school.  I graduated in May and we got married in July.   

Ray:  (At CSU) I majored in forest management.   

Sonja:  The second year.  His first year was in engineering.   

Ray:  I started in engineering and I didn’t like it.  I didn’t even know about 
forestry.  You know, back in our day, they never had anyone come into the high 
school to talk about going to college, or careers.  In high school I took the higher 
math, the higher English, so that I could be in engineering.  Well, it didn’t work 
out.  I didn’t like it.  I went to my advisor whose name was Max Parshall.  His 
father was the one who developed the Parshall flume for measuring water flows. 
It’s kind of famous and still used today.  He asked me, “what do you like to do?”  
And I said, well one of the reasons I wanted to do civil engineering — I’d had one 
summer with the State highway department — was that I got to work outdoors.  He 
said, “do you like to work outdoors?”  I said yes, I love to work outdoors.  He said, 
“have you thought about forestry?”  I said I’d never heard of forestry….  He said, 
“go over to the forestry building and talk to someone.”  So I did.  It really sounded 
interesting because I’d always liked….  In Loveland during the War we had a big 
truck farm and I’d always done a lot of irrigating and helping with the farm.  We 
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sold to local grocery stores.  So I had an interest in agriculture.  My grandfather 
lived on a farm, an 80 acre farm, and he farmed 160 acres of dry land.  The 80 
acres were north of Loveland on (Highway) 287.  Those 160 acres are now 
surrounded by the City of Loveland.  In fact 60 of those 160 acres are now 
Mehaffey Park in Loveland.  It also has the arboretum.  I gave them a big break on 
the cost of it when they bought it.  So I’ve got naming rights for the park but also 
got the possibility to request an arboretum there.  So they now have an arboretum 
as part of the park.  There’s also a fire station on that property now, Fire Station #2.  
My grandfather and my dad were both volunteer firemen for the City of Loveland.  
Then I got involved in woodland fire fighting.  It was another kind of a thing that 
just matched.   

Living Year `Round in Red Feather Lakes  

Ray:  We moved up there in July 1963 and stayed there until June of 1967.   

Sonja:  We’d been living here in Fort Collins.  We had a son, Mike, we took to 
Red Feather.  He was born in 1961, March of `61.  So he moved up there along 
with our “first child” — a German shepherd dog.  He followed (our son) Mike 
everywhere and when we were unloading the moving van, Mike disappeared.  We 
kept calling him and calling him.  Finally I called the dog, Koko, and he came 
running over and led us down to the lake where Mike was throwing rocks into the 
lake.   

Ray:  He’d walked down to Snake Lake at three years of age.  From the Ranger 
Station to Snake it’s just a hop skip and jump.   

Sonja:  The dog led us down there, otherwise, it might have taken a while to find 
him. He was a very active and curious kid.  He still is.   

Ray:  And he loves the outdoors.  

Ray:  In terms of living in Red Feather Lakes in those days, well, (Sonja) did a lot 
of work…. 

Sonja:  We had a garden club up there.  And then people would come and have 
coffee.  You could set all day drinking coffee, and that was it.  In the garden club, 
we’d go from place to place.  Ruby Blakney was in it.  Marie Cruchfield, and that 
gal from Nebraska — May Swanson, from the Swanson Ranch.   
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Some of those names I no longer remember.  

Ray:  This was Ralph and May Swanson.  He was from Lincoln, Nebraska, and he 
had a series of filling stations and bulk oil.  They were fairly well off.   

Sonja:  In the winters we had pot lucks from family to family. 

Ray:  One of the things we had to do fairly regularly was run down to the village 
water well and fill up with water because at the ranger station the pipes had some 
kind of algae that corroded the pipes.  If you washed a white shirt, you got back a 
rusty one.  So we took all our white shirts to the cleaners in Fort Collins. 

Sonja: We went into town once a month — pay day…. 

Ray:  Oh no, every other week was pay day. 

Sonja:  Okay.  And we did a lot of traveling, leaving Friday afternoons after Ray 
got off work and we’d go to dog shows in different states.   

Ray:  It was more fun then, quite truthfully. 

Sonja: We did that, and the kids and the dogs went with us.  We’d travel down, 
snow or no snow. 

Ray:  We’d go to Kansas and we’d stop and visit her grandparents, and that kind of 
thing, in Kansas.  We didn’t go all the time, five or six times a year maybe.  We 
were showing beagles… . 

Sonja:  And Irish setters.   

Sonja:  Terri was born in 1964.  We came down to Loveland when she was due.  I 
had a C-section.  She was born June 29.   

Ray:  I never had a season — I had a season year `round basically, so it didn’t 
matter she was born in summer. 



�5

Coping with Medical Emergencies  

Ray:  We had an unplanned trip (to the hospital) in town one time.  We were 
having our training session in June, I guess Terri was a year old.  I had a training 
session for the seasonals in the garage.  We had a coffee break, and Bernice — 
Bernice George — came up to the house (to see) Sonja and she was having 
problems.    

Sonja:  I had given Mike and Terri a bath and put them to bed.  Then I was going 
to take a bath myself or a shower.  I went in to check to see that they were okay, 
and Terri was frozen to her crib by holding on to it.  I had to pry her hand open and 
she was kind of cool.  She was truly blue.  I had just changed, so I was nude.  I 
turned up the heat.  I couldn’t send Mike out because he was too young — he was 
three or four.  Bernice came from the coffee break, thank heaven.  She yelled out 
the door to somebody to go get Ray.  She held Terri and and she said you need to 
tell people she is blue.  Because she was blue.  I got dressed and Ray came up and 
we started down the canyon.  When we reached … 

Ray:  This was all from a reaction to oral penicillin.   

Sonja: Terri had kidney problems and we didn’t know that at the time.  So (when) 
we were traveling back east….  She got sick with a high temperature and was 
given a penicillin shot.   

Sonja:  So as we were going down the canyon she took a deep breath right there 
on the top of McNey Hill and her color came back.  So we went into town to the 
doctor we were going to, and explained to him what had happened.  He said, “so 
just keep her warm.”  So of course we changed doctors.  But previously, she’d been 
running these high temperatures.  The doctor would treat her with oral penicillin.   

Ray:  It was back in the south when a doctor there gave her a penicillin shot.  We 
got back home and they gave her penicillin tablets again.  So apparently she’d had 
too much penicillin. 

Sonja:  They said don’t ever give her penicillin again…. .  We panicked, or I did 
anyway.   

Ray:  We made that run in pretty quick time, I’ll tell you.  And we went through 
one of Ed Hansen’s cattle herds coming up the road.   
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Sonja:  The road was only paved six miles up, wasn’t it?   

Ray:  No, three miles up.  McNey wasn’t paved.  We didn’t have to open any 
gates.   

Sonja:  No, it was the hill at Owl Canyon (near the Roberts Ranch) where they had 
the alabaster.  That’s where she took her deep breath!   

Sonja:  So there are some things you put up with.  One time she swallowed a piece 
of apple and got it caught in her wind pipe and I just stuck my finger down there 
and pulled it out.  I know you’re not supposed to do that, but it worked. 

Overlapping Communities and Family Life 

Ray:  Well the Swansons were generally there in the summer.  There were some 
transient people who worked in the logging industry.  They worked in the woods 
and you seldom saw them.  Most of those people didn’t have families with them.  
Cagle’s Mill had a kind of a settlement over there and there were kids over there.  
The Barker kids, Gary Hurd.  With our summer crew, that was about it for the 
summertime. 

Sonja:  Who did Mike hang out with — one kid ended up moving a block west, 
kind of in our back yard, after we moved to Fort Collins.   

Ray:  Mitch Siegert.  They worked for Cagle.  John Siegert.  Cruchfield kids, but 
they were older.  They lived between the fish hatchery and Alpine Lodge. 

Sonja: We were closer to the Forest Service community because they were right 
there on the property.  Underwoods lived in the trailer. 

Ray:  No, Underwoods were later.  And the person I mentioned in that narrative 
(for the library — Addendum #1) was Don Mitchell.  (His wife’s) name was 
Louise.  They had a daughter, Jackie and they had a son.  Vince was his name.  
(Don) was older than us because he’d been in the service or something.  He was a 
Purdue graduate and he later resigned from the US Forest Service to work for the 
Bureau of Land Management.  Don was replaced by Warren Underwood, and they 
had two kids.  One of them was the same age as Mike, then Wesley was younger.   
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Sonja:  We did create a kind of a kindergarten.  Underwoods had Brenda, and then 
Rasmussens had Rhonda.  They were all the same age — five years old.  If you had 
“three,” you could start a kindergarten.  So these three kids — Mike, Brenda and 
Rhonda… .  The three families went together and we bought a swing set and put it 
by the office because it was right in between all the homes and we could all take 
turns watching the kids play.  So before Mike started school, we were trying to 
teach him how to tie his shoes.  He said, “I don’t need to learn how to tie my 
shoes.”  I said “why?’  And he said, “because Rhonda or Benda will do it for me.”   

Ray:  Don Webber, who was the superintendent of schools , and who the junior 
high down here is named after — he was very nice about it and very cooperative 
and helped get it established.  This was the Poudre School District.   

Sonja:  Bob and Jo-Ann Smith were the teachers up there and Bob drove the 
school bus.  They were at the Red Feather Lakes School.  They created the 
kindergarten class then in that school.   

Ray:  We all moved out about the same time I think. 

Sonja:  Yes we did because they closed the Ranger Station. 

Ray:  They changed the name to a “work center.”   Then it was just seasonal 
people who stayed there after that.   

Sonja:  That was 1967.  The kids were totally split up. 

Ray:  We visited Dean (Rasmussen) down in Albuquerque, New Mexico later.   

Ray:  In the summer while we had the summer crew there, well, every Friday night 
after pay day we’d have a poker party at our house.  It was always at our house.  
Then people like Bill Hurd would be there, and Jess Rayle.  Most of the summer 
crew would be there.  We’d pop popcorn and Sonja would bake a cake and they 
could bring beer if they wanted to.  We’d have coffee, or pop, and we’d all play 
penny-ante poker.  It was really “penny-ante.”  

Ray:  We had TV on two stations.   

Sonja:  We read a lot.  We’d just buy new books when we came down to town.  I 
learned to knit up there.  Sweaters and things. 
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Ray:  We also did things.  We went out into the woods, collected pine cones for 
seed and that type of thing.   

Sonja:  I helped Bonnie Drake with the wreaths (for Christmas).  We got paid for 
making them and the number of pine cones you picked up too.  She had a place 
where we could go to make them.  It was fun to go out and get pine cones.   

Ray:  You know our house there at the Ranger Station backed up to basically 
vacant land — it was Mary Quaintance land.  We’d would take the dogs out 
walking that way, or we’d walk over to West Lake.  

Sonja:  Ray would sometimes have to travel away — and that was hectic. 

Ray:  Mostly when I traveled way, it was for two things.  Training sessions were in 
Fort Collins and I’d come home at night, or maybe Laramie.  Not too far away so I 
wasn’t gone for more than a couple of days.  The other times I went on forest fires 
when I was gone for ten days at a time.  Generally at that time, they relieved you 
after ten days.  So you were going to be there for ten days unless you got the fire 
out sooner.  That was generally the maximum. 

*  *  *  * 
Ray:  My best thing (about living in Red Feather) was being right in the middle of 
my work…. 

Sonja:  He loved his work, so that was probably the best thing about it.  And, the 
kids had a bit more freedom playing up there.  We were outdoors a lot with them.   

Ray:  She had the garden clubs and that kind of thing.  Wasn’t there a “Home 
Extension Club” or something?  There were two clubs I think that you could join. 

Sonja:  We went to church some Sundays.  It was a community church. Chapel in 
the Pines.   

Ray:   And one of the other places we would go, we’d go over to the Alpine Lodge 
for supper or something.  They had a pool table so I’d play pool.   

Sonja:  Some nights they’d have Rocky Mountain Oysters too.  I never tried them, 
but…..  And I never drank, so ….  

Ray:  In the wintertime there was only about a hundred people up there.  A lot of 
them were in the logging community.  The Marions for instance… .  There was a 
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bit of an animosity between the forest service and the loggers that lived there.  I 
think the reason was the forest service basically told them how to do this and that.  
(We) were regulatory and they enjoyed their freedoms on the weekends so they 
really didn’t associate too much.  The men particularly.   

Ray:  We’d go up square-dancing at the guest ranch — Trails End.  Cherokee 
Park? 

Sonja:  I don’t remember square-dancing up there….   

Ray:  We did in the summer time, when the summer crew was there because Jerry 
Bratton and his wife were there. 

Ray:  On the weekends, in the night times, we’d have people who would have fuel 
wood sales and we’d measure their loads going out, record it and that kind of thing.  
So we were basically always available.  Then there were several times we got calls 
for rescues. 

Sonja:  Lots of rescues.  Car rescues.  Water rescues. 

Ray:  Up on Bald Mountain trail one year two kids had a brand new Jeep and they 
went through this big puddle of water.  They didn’t realize there was a rock in the 
middle of the puddle and they got high-centered.  So I had to take our Jeep up and 
pull them out.  That kind of thing.  On the weekends, the Japanese community 
from Denver would come up and collect mushrooms.  An elderly lady got lost so 
we were doing the searching up there.  That was pretty much off the Deadman 
Road.  We went out to help find her.  We were basically available for that kind of 
thing. 

Ray:  In April in one year, it was Jess Rayle’s grandson, I guess, and he said, 
there’s a boat capsized in Dowdy Lake and there’s two people hanging on to the 
big rock out there in the middle.  It was a regular workday.  The boat was upside 
down next to the rock.  We grabbed Dean’s truck and he knew a summer person 
that had a boat, just a little row boat, and it was chained to a tree in his yard.  So 
we stopped and got a Pulaski, and we chopped the chain with that.  We put the boat 
in the back of the truck and launched it from the west side of the lake.  I had a 
shovel for a paddle, Dean had a 1’x 6’ board for a paddle.  We had no life 
preservers.  We paddled and got out to the rock.  One of the persons had already 
gone under.  But the other person was there and he kept saying, “Save me, save 
me, save me.”  We swung the boat around and got to him and I grabbed him.  I was 
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standing on the back of the boat with a foot on each side and I grabbed him by his 
belt and pulled him into the boat from the backside.  Bill Hurd came around in 
another pick-up and we were closer to that side, so we went that way.  In fact the 
wind was blowing us that way a little bit.  We unloaded him out of the boat and 
into Bill’s pick-up and he took him to the Ranger Station.  He put him to bed in 
Dean’s house and the ambulance finally got there and took him to town.  There was 
one fatality.  The fellow we pulled in probably weighed, I would guess, about 225 
pounds.  He was wearing a heavy sweater and he was overweight.  He said, “I’ll 
never complain about being overweight again” because the other fellow was real 
thin and he couldn’t take the cold water.  It was April and the temperature of the 
water was probably about 40º.  When the dive team came up looking for the person 
who had drowned, they couldn’t stay in the water longer than about 10 or 15 
minutes in their wet suits.   

Sonja:  The worse thing about living up there was being isolated.  I actually said 
when we moved down was that I felt like I had the vocabulary of a four or five 
year old. 

Ray:  One of the things we did was watch Channel 5 which is out of Cheyenne on 
our TV.  Our son Mike had a birthday in March so we took kids up to the TV 
station for a kids program they had called Timmy O’Toole Hour in Cheyenne, so 
they went to Timmy O’Toole and were on TV.  If we’d been in Fort Collins we 
wouldn’t even have thought about it. 

*  *  *  * 
Ray:  Did you know the Daltons up (in Red Feather) at all?  At the Trading Post?  
We bought things there.  Mostly small things.  Bread and milk. 

Sonja:  It took 45 minutes to an hour to get to Fort Collins.   

Ray:  If there was a herd of cattle on the road it took a little longer.  And in the 
wintertime it would take a little longer. 

Sonja:  They didn’t have snowplows, so it took a little longer to get the roads clear.   

Ray:  And it would take longer on the weekends.  The campgrounds were the big 
draw.  The Airstreams would have a conclave, or whatever they call it….  Up at 
Dowdy Lake.  Not at the lake, but on the east side of Dowdy Lake.  There basically 
weren’t any trees, so they’d form a ring and have a covered wagon.  Then we had 
the “hippie” movement, you know.  Some things happened. 
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Sonja:  They lingered and stayed in the forest. 

Ray:  They’d squat in one place, and not have any sanitation — things like that.  I 
was in a lot of places where they’d been.  I never saw any cultivation.   

Ray:   At Seven-Mile one time….  I was at home and it was evening, after work.  
John Englebert comes up, (he was with the sheriff’s office then) and he has his 
sheriff’s radio, and he says “Come on Mehaffey.  We’ve got hippies down at 
Seven-Mile and they’re raising Cain.”  So I got in with him and John’s got — I 
don’t know, like a .44 magnum strapped to him.  It’s this big long pistol with a long 
barrel.  He said, “You need something?”  And I said, “I don’t think so….”  I didn’t 
want to get into any gunfight with anybody.  We went down there — and nobody 
there.  Thank goodness they’d cleared out.  I don’t know what John would have 
done.  He got pretty excitable at times.   

*  *  *  * 
Ray:  I was going to tell you a little story from when we were up there one 
summer.   We had the summer crew and we were up at the house playing poker.  
Someone came running and knocking on the door and says, there’s people down at 
the campground and they’re tearing it up.  I asked which campground, and he says, 
“here at Westlake.  And they’re just tearing things up.”  So we thought — well he 
said “people”, so we thought they were probably adults, and we didn’t know what 
we would get into.  So we all got into the carryall, and we drove…  but a couple of 
guys that worked with me that summer, like Jerry Bratton, he was probably about 
200 pounds and 6’1’, and John Aldrich, he weighed probably over 200 and 6’1’ or 
2”, and we loaded them into that carryall.  We picked up axe handles out of the 
shop — because we thought we were going to get into a big deal down there.  We 
drove in there …. well, it was a boy scout troop and they were swinging on a gate 
and they weren’t tearing anything up.  We certainly didn’t need our axe handles.  I 
just got out and talked with the scout master.  He apologized since they were 
swinging on this gate … he said, “If we damage it, we’ll repair it before we leave.”  
I said, “fine,” and that was the end of it.  But it was like we were going to war … 
and it was the boy scouts!   

Encounters with Wildlife 

Ray:  We didn’t have any moose yet when we lived up there — they hadn’t been 
introduced yet.    

Sonja:  We had a bear one time on the Ranger Station.   
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Ray:  We had it in a tree in our back yard. 

Sonja:  The dogs had treed it. 

Ray:  We never had a bobcat on the property that I know of. 

Sonja: Since we had the dogs, most the wildlife would just run.   

Ray:  We’d hear a coyote now and then.  And of course the wolves were nowhere 
near then.   

Sonja:  We didn’t even see a fox. 

Forest Fires and How to Fight Them 

Ray:  I think (forest fires)  — one of the things as far as I can remember anyway, 
was that we averaged about 12 fires a year.  Two of them were man-caused.  
People were a little more careful with fire in those days, for one thing.  The man-
caused fires are really the most serious because people are down in drainages and 
the fires go up; the lightning fires are generally on the ridge lines.  They have to 
work their way down.  We had an active fire plan, we knew what the fire danger 
was and that kind of thing.  We had it well planned and we had pumpers, two 
pumpers.  And generally, I think we did a good job of getting there in a hurry.  We 
didn’t have air support.  But there was a fire lookout tower manned by Bernice 
George all summer. 

Ray:  The State Forest Service, which I belonged to afterwards, has developed in 
cooperation with the State Legislature, an Emergency Fire Fund, EFF, and every 
county puts so much money based on their acreage into it every year.  Then when 
they get a bad fire, they can draw on that fund.  It’s got to be approved by someone 
in the State Forest Service on the scene.  You can’t just ask for it.  You have to 
basically request and then it’s approved down the line.  It gets to be pretty big, 
although in recent years I would presume — not knowing but presume — that it’s 
been depleted pretty much.   

Ray:  We had one fire that was caused by the REA power line.  They never 
reimbursed us for that.  It was on forest land, federal land.  It was not a big fire 
either.  Like I said, every fire we had was a half acre or less.  Part of it was our 
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quick response and the other thing, we had well trained people.  Everything is 
more of a drought situation now.  Grass in particular — fire spreads faster in grass.  
Mountain mahogany can be a problem as far as resistance to control.  The thing 
they need to look at is rate of spread and resistance control when you talk about 
fires.  Rate of spread is pretty fast.  Resistance control — basically the larger the 
fuels, the more resistance to control, because they’re harder to put out.  And like 
the big trees are harder to put out.   

Ray:  After the High Park Fire, they reseeded it.  Some areas they were going to 
reseed they missed them entirely.  We have — or had — a 30 acre tree farm up Rist 
Canyon.  They asked to reseed it because part of that burned.  And we gave them 
permission, and they came over with their helicopter but they missed our property.  
Which was all right I guess, because along with our son Mike we did some contour 
trenching and planted seed in the contour trenching.  We sold it about a year ago.  
But the contour trenching held pretty good and it was revegetated.  Some trees, but 
not too many at that point — mostly grasses.  The fire went through there and 
burned the soil pretty badly.  We had trees adjacent to it that had not burned and the 
seed…. In pine trees you don’t get a good seed year every year anyway.  Often it’s 
3 years or as many as 11 years.  Every 3 to 11 years you get good seed year.   

Ray:  That’s what we did up there in Red Feather on the Bald Mountain sales.  
Basically the people that had those sales before I got there, they required the 
operator to pile and burn — actually they hired a second contractor to pile and burn 
— and made wind rows.  What they did was rake up all the lodge pole pine and put 
it into a pile and burned it.  Then they burned the seed, so the only revegetation 
that was coming in was from the trees next to these clear-cut wind rows.  Gradually 
new growth would come into the cut-over area.  That was on the Bald Mountain 
sales.  In lodgepole you need fire to open the cones.  It’s a species they call 
serotinous which means that it holds the cones a long time in a closed situation.  
Even when the tree dies — as after pine bark beetle infestation — the seed can 
remain viable for 15-20 years as long as it is in the cones.  If you get an insect in 
the cones then it sucks out the seed, and that kind of thing.  If they fall on the 
ground there’s a chance of them getting decayed.  They stay on the branches even 
if the tree is dead.   

Ray:  The George Creek fire was before our time.  That was `56.  And the 
Panhandle Fire was before our time.  The first Panhandle Fire, I think that was 
1939.  The Hot Shot crew up from Fort Collins was in there doing thinning.  
Killpecker — I can’t remember when that was.  I think that was after we were 
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gone.  I remember where it was but I can’t remember when it was.  I think it was in 
the 1970s.   

*  *  *  * 
Ray:  I had (John Engelbert) on a fire once.  I was in the supervisor’s office at the 
time — and this was about a 40 acre fire close to that Killpecker burn, close to the 
(fire) lookout.  Between the lookout and the road up Deadman.  John shows up 
with his crew.  I wasn’t in charge.  My boss, Roan Anderson was our second 
Ranger, Roan was in charge.  The fire control staff man here on the Roosevelt, he 
called me on the radio and he said, “Mehaffey, get up there and take over that fire.  
They’re ordering supplies like crazy and that fire’s not getting put out.  Go up there 
and put it out.”  In fact, he didn’t say it quite that way….  So I went up there.  I 
relieved the fire boss on that fire.  And here’s John Englebert.  He’s got a crew up 
there (county fire fighters).  They’d see a tree flame out then it’d get hot and go up.  
He took his crew from one side to the other.  I said, “John, stay put.  You work this 
side.  Build a fire line.  Don’t worry about those tree torching out.”  So we got the 
line around the fire and about that time, they called me and said, “We need you on 
a fire in Estes Park.”  So I left.  So I don’t know what happened after that. 

Ray:  I went up there on a helicopter.  I jumped out of a helicopter on to that fire.  
That was kind of fun.  I didn’t have any training for that.  They hovered way down 
close to the ground.  This was while I was in the supervisor’s office.  Then I 
became fire staff officer.  There were two people on that fire that were just seasonal 
people from the Estes Park District.  So we basically just put the fire out.  It was 
just a small fire.  That was interesting.  I can say I did it once.  And I was younger 
then. 

Reassignment and back to Fort Collins in 1967 

Sonja:  I welcomed coming down to Fort Collins.  We moved into this house.  
Since he was with the Federal Government, this was going to be our temporary 
home. 

Ray:  Until I got transferred somewhere. 

Sonja:  A couple of times they wanted to send him to Walden, but Terri was having 
problems with her kidneys.   

Ray:  Terri’s doctor was in Denver. 
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Sonja:  So I said, if you move to Walden, I’ll stay here.  But then he ended up 
going up into the mountains, to Dillon — oh, and he went to Rapid City to see 
about staying there. 

Ray:  I was assigned for three weeks to Custer, South Dakota.  I worked up there 
for three weeks.  I came back on weekends.  Then they wanted to transfer me up 
there.  I said it was too far from doctors for our daughter, if we had to drive from 
there clear to Denver instead of Fort Collins.  So I turned it down.  Well that didn’t 
set too well with them.  

Sonja:  So Ray went up the mountains to Dillon and stayed there — he liked the 
skiing up there. 

Ray:  I was sent up to Dillon for a specific purpose which I did do, writing a 
management plan and a land-use plan for the whole Snake River basin up there,  
the impact of the ski areas and those kind of things.  I did that, but I came home on 
weekends. It was from September to about May when I resigned from the US 
Forest Service.  I had problems with the US Forest Service by that time because 
they kept wanting to send me to places and if I didn’t go, it was a black mark 
against me.  The place I wanted to go to, they didn’t provide the right information 
to the people who were hiring.  So I had a friend who told me about this job — 
Denny Lynch — so I went to work for the state, State Forest Service.  I was like an 
extension forester.  I worked with 22 communities, and with windbreaks along 
Highway 14.  Actually we call them living snow fences.  I still tended fire crews.  I 
had a lot of good times with the State Forest Service.  It was an ideal time to be in 
the State Forest Service.   

Ray:  I went on fires for a while but I developed asthma, so that kind of messed 
that up.  So I didn’t go on fires any more.  (Sonja) liked it better down here because 
there were things to do. 

Sonja:  I worked for CSU for ten years as a secretary.  Then when they found out I 
didn’t have a college degree in anything from the university, I went to Front Range 
and got my LPN and worked for ten years at the McKee Medical Center in 
Loveland.  Down here in town was good for me.  The kids were both in school 
here.   

Sonja:  Our daughter (Terri) has been in Ninilchik, Alaska, for four years.  When 
she was still here she was a phlebotomist and worked for a doctor over in 
Johnstown until he retired.  Up there (in Alaska) she’s an EMT 1.  She really loves 
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it up there.  They have a B&B there.  (Her husband) Fred got his degree at CSU in 
engineering — construction/marketing.  He’s a draftsman and he designs cabinets 
and cupboards.  He got kind of tired of that and we decided to take them up to 
Alaska on a vacation.  They decided they liked Alaska enough to move there.   

Sonja:  Before (Terri) married Fred — they were both married before — she was 
in Antarctica.  She was going to work down there in their medical service, but the 
girl who was to come back after Terri was approved, she decided to go back, so 
Terri went down as a kitchen helper just to get the experience.  She was there a 
summer season.   

Ray:  She was on the first plane in and the last plane out. 

Sonja:  Mike, our son lives down on the farm.  On 29th Street.   

Ray:  It was the family farm that was 160 acres.  It’s down to about 40 now. 

Sonja:  They don’t really have a crop on it.  Mike raises some grasses on it and 
just tries to keep the weeds down, sagebrush and everything else. 

Ray:  Mike has other jobs.  He worked for Sam’s Club, or Walmart at the 
distribution center for a while. 

Sonja: Ten years. 

Ray:  Mike also worked in building maintenance with our neighbor for a while.  
He was in the Marines too.  Six years.   Three active and the other three in 
Reserves. 

Sonja: We have three grandkids and two great-grandkids now, also five bonus 
great-grandkids. 

Ray:  The 30 acres we had up in Rist Canyon, our son enjoyed going up there.  He 
loved to go there.  He hunted turkeys up there and hunted deer.  

Sonja:  Mike and our grandchildren helped us take out dead and dying trees for 
firewood. 

Ray:  An old injury kind of caught up with Mike and we were getting older and   
that’s why we ended up selling the tree farm.  Our grandkids liked that we had an 
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ATV there.  We did beetle work and tree planting and also just running around and 
things like that with the ATV.  They loved it.  Our kids and grandkids all liked the 
outdoors.  Our granddaughter Kelsi got married and moved to Tucson with her son, 
(our great-grandson) Logan.  He turned 6 in February 2019.   

Sonja: That’s our son Mike’s daughter. 

Ray:  She wants to come back here.  Mike’s son Zachary is up in Cheyenne.  He 
works for Microsoft. 

Ray:  Our other grandson is Caleb. 

Sonja:  He’s an only child.  That’s our daughter’s son. 

Ray:  He lives down in Loveland.  He’s engaged now to a gal who has five kids.  
They will marry in February 2020.   

Sonja:  Caleb has his daughter Elxis living with him now.  She’s 15 — our great-
granddaughter.  


