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she needed a birth certificate, they found the doctor’s registration exactly what 
he had proposed. 

The Worleys and their friends from Holyoke and people from Nebraska who 
succumbed to the high-pressure salesmanship, set about arranging their cabins 
for summer pleasure and enjoying the natural advantages of the region. They 
accepted the rustic character with the lack of electricity and other conveniences. 
But the company, pledged to develop the community and provide so many 
amenities of civilization, was soon in trouble. Everything was more expensive 
than anyone had planned, and road construction costs particularly were unpre-
dictable. There were many revisions and new incorporations so the number of 
companies between 1923 and 1929 is almost as complicated a chain as the ditch 
and reservoir companies of the period after 1900. Each one tried to salvage 
something from the predecessors. The Red Feather Investment Company incor-
porated by Morris Swedlow in January 1928 was particularly ambitious and did 
accomplish much, though the financial arrangements were no better than the oth-
ers. 

The flurry of 1928 building was reported in the columns of the Fort Collins 
paper and the chatty tidbits suggested that things were moving along well: 
April 6:  Mr. Link, contractor, was hauling large loads of furniture to Red 

Feather Lakes. April 11: Lou Young brought Mr. McCoullagh of the 
fox farm to town. A.E. Ball had a contract to build new roads. 

April 18:  There are many Larimer County citizens who have not lost faith in 
Red Feather and believe it can be made into one of the greatest of 
western play grounds. 

May 1: A.E. Ball is excavating for the new club house. Eli Cooley is working 
for him, down to Fort Collins for a load of hay and grain. Lou Young 
busy hunting for some of his saddle horses. Abe Akin repairing fences 
around the state fish hatchery. Clarence Miller hauling wood for the 
fox farm. Lumber is pouring in by truck load to Red Feather. 

May 28:  The fish hatchery is being built. Work on the golf course is progress-
ing. The installation of large playground equipment has been com-
pleted and camping ground is ready for tourists. Two hundred and fif-
ty cottages had been built and twenty-four tourist cabins are under 
construction including coverage for motor cars. 

July 1: Cattlemen are riding into Red Feather gathering cattle to take to 
Deadman summer range. All had a big supper at Lou Young’s. 

July 17:  The Clubhouse was opened with a big dance. The orchestra was Twi-
light Entertainers … Morris Swedlow was amazing people with his 
progress.  
The Clubhouse lawn had been seeded. Abe Akin was running water 
from Ramona into Snake so work on the road can be completed. 

  


